2021-2022

OFFICERS

CHAIR OF THE BOARD
Marianela Peralta

Aerotek, Inc.

PRESIDENT

Patrick McGlone

Ullico Inc.

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Irvin B. Nathan

Arnold & Porter LLP (ret.)
VICE PRESIDENT

James H. Hulme

Arent Fox LLP

SECRETARY

John B. (Jay) Kennedy

The Washington Post
TREASURER &

FINANCE COMMITTEE CHAIR
Julia A. Matthews

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Debra R. Belott
Jones Day

Joshua B. Bernstein
Bernstein Management
Company

Abigail Blomstrom
Monumental Sports

Carol Elder Bruce
Law Office of Carol Elder
Bruce, PLLC

Kevin A. Chambers
U.S. Department of Justice

Paulette E. Chapman
Koonz, McKenney, Johnson, &
DePaolis LLP

David H. Cox
Jackson & Campbell, P.C.

Karen E. Evans
The Cochran Firm

Eric S. Glover

Victor E. Long
Regan Zambri Long PLLC

Benjamin J. Razi
Covington & Burling LLP

Elizabeth A. Scully
BakerHostetler

Natalie S. Walker
Webster & Fredrickson, PLLC

Tami Weerasingha-Cote
Children’s Law Center

Cynthia G. Wright
Joanne L. Zimolzak

Lisa B. Zycherman

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
CHAIR

Brian L. Schwalb
Venable LLP

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Misty C. Thomas

Judicial leaders not listed.

Council for
Court Excellence

Improving Justice for the Community

Statement of the Council for Court Excellence
Before the Committee on Housing & Executive Administration
of the Council of the District of Columbia

Budget Oversight Hearing for the
Department of Housing and Economic Development

March 30, 2022

Good afternoon, Chairperson Bonds and members of the Committee. My
name is Danielle Burs, and | am testifying in my role as Senior Policy Counsel for
the Council for Court Excellence (CCE). CCE is a nonpartisan, nonprofit
organization with a mission to enhance justice for all in the District of Columbia.
For nearly 40 years, CCE has worked to improve the administration of justice in the
courts and related agencies in D.C. through research and policy analysis. Please note
that in accordance with our policy, no judicial member of CCE participated in the
formulation or approval of this testimony. This testimony does not reflect the
specific views of, or endorsement by, any judicial member of CCE.

CCE and the Access to Justice Coalition (ATJC) published a report last
month on recommended improvements to the District’s estate administration
system. CCE and ATJC found this to be an urgent and timely issue, in part because
of its potential to help decrease wealth disparities. Estates that have little or no assets
other than a home are faced with a complicated legal process without cash or other
liquid assets to hire legal help, pay taxes on estate property, pay court fees, and
more. Many residents (97% of those probating estates valued under $40,000 and
35% of those probating larger estates) choose to represent themselves in probate,
which can lead to undesired outcomes. For example, selling a home to a flipper for

an immediate resolution might seem appealing, but often results in the loss of
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intergenerational wealth and a family home. | have included a link to the Strengthening Probate
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report', and would be very happy to speak with you in more detail about how probate could be
reformed to benefit everyone who interacts with the probate system.

Strengthening Probate drives CCE’s interest in Mayor Bowser’s funding proposal for Heirs
Property Legal Services. There’s a strong need for increased availability of legal information and
legal advice. The self-represented individuals we interviewed said they wanted:

e To understand what is expected of them

e More guidance on administering large estates

e To be treated with patience and empathy

e Remote access to court or legal help

e User-friendly self-help materials

e Probate law that reflects the reality of their families

The $1 million allocation in the proposed FY 23 budget for the Department of Housing and

Economic Development (DHCD) is described as funding to assist “multi-generational families in
maintaining their family property after the death of the original homeowner.” There are few pro
bono attorneys who specialize in probate now, though many have expressed interest as we have
rolled out our report; we are excited to see how the Mayor’s initiative can help to fill that gap in
services. We hope that you will keep that line item intact as you make changes you see fit in the
budgets under this Committee.

Thank you for your consideration and | welcome any questions.

i Strengthening Probate Administration in the District of Columbia, Access to Justice Coalition and Council for
Court Excellence, February 2022.
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