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February 2009 (Volume 17, Number 2)
CCE Testifies at DC Council Performance Hearings

Every year before the Mayor’s budget is finalized, the DC Council holds oversight hearings on District agency performance and invites the public to comment. CCE is testifying about those agencies relevant to our mission both to call attention to our work and to make recommendations to the legislative branch. 

On February 25, Executive Committee member Dwight D. Murray spoke before the Committee on Public Safety and the Judiciary regarding the performance of the Judicial Nomination Commission. Dwight commended the Commission for the significant improvements it has made towards greater transparency, for example its website, wide distribution of vacancy notices, and its invitation for public comment on judicial applicants. Dwight also testified about CCE’s strong support for the Commission’s goal to increase the number and diversity of judicial applicants and to deepen the reservoir of expertise on civil and commercial law within the Superior Court.

That same day, CCE’s Assistant Director Priscilla Skillman testified before the Committee on Human Services concerning the performance of the Child and Family Services Agency (CFSA) that she has monitored for the last decade. Priscilla testified that over the last year, the focus on permanency and well-being for children has taken a back seat, with a focus only on basic safety of children due to increased caseloads and staff shortages. But the failure to find permanent homes for children goes back further in time and, as Priscilla testified, is a failing of a system that includes the Family Court and the Office of the Attorney General as well as CFSA. Priscilla ended her testimony by urging the Committee and the full DC Council to continue to provide close attention to the entire child welfare system and to return to a focus on prompt permanency for all of the District’s foster children.

